Param Padam das: Maha chose the sensitive topics, or or especially all the topics that have to do with women, with no— it was relating, but one also relates to the scriptures.
In one way or another there is a relationship that one develops.
Maha Vidya dd: So, I chose the relationship with the scriptures and especially with the sensitive texts.
Param Padam das: Do you want to say something about those sensitive topics?
Maha Vidya dd: And well, right now we are with a very sensitive topic. This experiment is going to take this out of me.
I know it is the topic of the guru vaisnavi woman. And why do we say vaisnavi, not woman?
To take away the feminist tint that they want to give it, um, to belittle it in some way. Because well, although
the current is feminist, we cannot say that it is negative as a sociological current, but it does have a tint there very related to abortion and topics that we maybe do not agree with.
So that definition of feminists does not fit a vaishnavi. So it seems appropriate to us to define it as a diksa guru vaisnavi.
So, I develop one of those topics that in turn has a relationship with sensitive topics of the
Fourth Canto, especially the topic of rape, that famous rapé text uh where, well, there are unfortunate quotes from Prabhupada.
I do an exploration from intellectual honesty, recognizing that Srila Prabhupada did not necessarily may have said what they say he said. That is also a possibility that we contemplate. Why? Because he was, as we were talking with Pancha last night, he was surrounded by people who helped, collaborated with this business of translating,
uh, transcribing and so on. So, there also fits a possibility that he did not say what is in the text. And also the approach from absolute hermeneutics, because without hermeneutics one cannot interpret Srila Prabhupada's message from the ascetic [angle], right? Because Prabhupada [was] a person, an ascetic, basically transmitting an urgent message.
So, with a language that was not his native language.
And well, there are many factors that when one unifies them can come to help you relate to those topics or those unfortunate sayings and be able to understand in some way, right?
Without dying in the attempt. Because personally it has happened to me that I really want to cross out all those things so as not to read them myself, right?
Given the impossibility of achieving any change in our society, uh let's say uh the attitude one can take toward those sayings that are very sensitive is either to ignore them or let them pass, uh to add a certain lightness to them that they do not have, but all in the attempt to be able to continue, right?
To be able to swallow it, to be able to digest it without getting gastritis.
So, in that attempt is where I find that hermeneutics is useful and also always not forgetting the spirit of Srila Prabhupada, who was basically someone who was coming with the utmost urgency to give a message uh and who had to depend on other people so that later that could be set down for posterity.
So, they are topics that can be approached in order to understand them from different angles. And I try to touch at
least Prabhupada's cultural aspect.
So, for that one has to demystify quite a lot the whole topic that the guru is infallible, that the guru uh always speaks the truth as siddhanta.
When Prabhupada gives an opinion on how to grow geraniums, we also have to understand that that is
the truth. And well, in fact they are not like that, right? When Prabhupada talks about, I don't know, the trip to the moon, about things like the woman's brain weighed/weighs less and that as a symptom of lesser intelligence, for example, which I also do another paper on, uh one must understand that, as Prabhupada himself said, I can have errors. So, from there also the approach of understanding that when Prabhupada speaks it is not that everything he says must be taken as siddhanta, because many times they are interpretations, descriptions and sometimes they are siddhanta, let's say an absolute truth, but one must always be very attentive to where Prabhupada is speaking from, the context in which he says it and above all in this work I base myself a lot on the experiences of Srila Prabhupada's female devotees, where they have a somewhat experiential experience with Prabhupada from another level.
So, listening to them, especially Malati Prabhu, who was here recently, uh, one realizes that Prabhupada, if he said that which he said about, for example, that a woman likes to be raped, uh, I personally do not believe that he said it, he was not understanding well the scope of the words, right?
So there comes the famous word rapé, which in in old English meant that, right? to violate a property, which we still use in Latin America, the concept of yes, look, he violated the perimeter restriction, right?
I don't know, each one will later see what path they take to be able to understand this, but with in the experiential [account] with Malati Prabhu, for example, she told a very terrible episode of her life in relation to a daughter that she adopted at Prabhupada's request and that that daughter was later raped by six thugs, uh, not in India, but she was in what country was it, Central America. Dominican Republic, I think.
Uh-huh. in the Dominican Republic and nothing, in front of the husband, these six thugs. So, when the husband writes to Prabhupada, Prabhupada receives that letter, Malati was there. And Prabhupada began to cry and could not read the letter and passed it to others because when he began to read it and began to cry, then he passed the letter to another to another devotee who finished reading it. Then Malati tells me, "I hold on to that" about Prabhupada crying when he found out what they did to that girl, right?
Many things like that, that by associating with Prabhupada's disciples we can understand his humor and that we stay more with that loving part of Prabhupada and not so much with what we doubt today whether he really said it. So, I also address points such as, for example, drastically modifying those sayings, removing them, taking them out of the books, taking into account that this knowledge is from here 10,000 years.
So, if we are already in the 21st century and we have so much resistance to accepting those sayings that are really violent, uh we are not contributing to the spirit that these scriptures last from here to 10,000 years, because in the 21st century this is already not accepted. So, weighing cost-benefit, sometimes it is better that the original scripture remain in a museum.
that last night talking with Pancha, he was telling us that the Bhagavad Gita alone had about 5,000 changes, right? Yes.
So the changes were already made in a timely way, for better or worse, we don't know.
So, why not work on the changes of these sayings that are so sensitive, that hurt and that a woman is not going to come close if she reads this, more now in this historical context of Iran and all this, no? That the world is taking a turn with all this and we have gained a lot of ground in this business of of advancing in equality before before God, that woman and man. So, what I also propose in one of those works, I wrote manuals and [clears throat]
PowerPoint so that someone can give the PowerPoint with the manual and know where to stop, the inflection points, the hermeneutic analyses and everything, right? so that if someone comes to ask us we have a tool, because I also realize that female devotees maybe when they are asked are topics that they have not read in depth, they have escaped uh from connecting with with the quotes, so it is like they have no way to defend Prabhupada and the idea is to defend Prabhupada.
So, uh all the work I did on these sensitive topics is to try to understand, but always under the doubt of whether Prabhupada really said it. So also in this we investigated with Prabhu Hanuman from Spain whether these writings exist, where the originals are, the recordings. It turns out there are none.
It turns out they say that Prabhupada recorded over what was recorded, so many things were lost. Uh, so the truth is that today we have no way to corroborate scientifically by going to the sources. Whether Prabhupada said that,
Param Padam das: at least those controversial quotes.
Maha Vidya dd: Exactly.
Another devotee:...
Maha Vidya dd: Right. I once asked Hridayananda Goswami, uh, how we could do the topic of either a footnote in each book with those sensitive quotes or else take the cost of removing that, right?
So, he told me, "What happens is that if we remove that, everything we read will lose academic value because they can come and question us, but if you already removed this, what security do I have that I am reading something real?", No, but now I find out that there are already many changes that were made.
Uh, I don't know with what spirit, the truth.
So, uh evaluating, removing that would not be a a crazy possibility, but really something concrete to defend this from here to 10,000 years and keep these writings as they are now unfortunately in a museum, in a place where only those who want to go deeper to that level of saying minutely each concept, each word, can access.
But we see that the majority of people in this world relate to the scriptures in a way that at first is cheap or superficial. I mean, that cost of saying that an academic questions us, no, but you have already removed this, uh, it would almost not exist. I mean, that in cost-benefit, as Malati Prabhu says, she says, "I would remove it directly, at least from here 10,000 years to present and maybe tomorrow something arises that also has to be adjusted, right?"
Another devotee:...
Maha Vidya dd: For example, with respect to this, yes, as long as you do not touch the siddhanta, it seems to me that the cost-benefit will still always outweigh the benefit because you are going to attract people, because today any woman, uh more because of the historical experience that we are living now with what is happening in Iran, uh that they are burning their veils and are doing a lot of things, uh women today do not do not come near, read texts that say that. Terrible what it says.
Another devotee: What did Prabhupada mean?
Maha Vidya dd: I don't know what he meant because I even doubt that he said it, because of this chain thing, right?
Another devotee:...etc etc

